2014 Mission Report

About the Annexstad Family
Losing parents to untimely deaths in their youth, both Al and Cathy Annexstad experienced the power of mentoring
as their communities and their families rallied around them in their formative years. Al was raised by a loving single
mother who deeply appreciated how caring adults in her community reached out to Al and his siblings to help guide
them on the right path in life. Likewise, Cathy benefited immensely as a child from the encouragement and nurturing
she received from family, friends, and neighbors following the untimely death of her mother. Indeed, Al and Cathy
gained a deep, personal understanding and appreciation for how caring adults can impact a young person’s life.
Sensing a special opportunity to help young people who have endured extraordinary challenges in life, Al and Cathy
established the Annexstad Family Foundation. The foundation’s mission is to provide college scholarships to deserving
young people who, in their words, have “bright minds, big dreams, and little means to make those dreams come true.”
In 2012, the Foundation expanded upon the mission through the introduction of the Leaders for Tomorrow National
Scholarship Program which is intensely focused upon helping build the nation’s next generation of leaders.
The Annexstad family has created a lasting legacy that will significantly alter the lives of many young people.
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About Our Programs
Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program
The Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship program was established in 2000
as a means to provide financial support for higher education to deserving
students who have been mentored through one of a select group of Big
Brothers Big Sisters agencies.
The amount of the scholarship is based upon each student’s individual
financial circumstances. In partnering with participating colleges and
universities, the mission of this scholarship is to ensure funds are provided
to help meet the student’s full cost of attendance. The scholarship is
renewed annually by the institution, assuming continued good standing
and demonstrated financial need of the student, for three additional years
as the student pursues a bachelor’s degree.
See page 12 for the 2014 Scholarship Recipients.

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program
This scholarship program, established in 2012, is making a significant
investment in developing America’s future leaders from the ranks of
deserving young people who have come from humble and challenging
beginnings. The Foundation collaborates with a group of carefully chosen
colleges and universities that are among the nation’s most prestigious
institutions of higher learning. These schools identify, educate, and nurture
a special group of highly talented young people into tomorrow’s leaders.
Candidates for this scholarship are exclusively identified by colleges and
universities participating in the program. Leaders for Tomorrow scholars
earn their undergraduate degrees as free from debt as possible. It is the
Foundation’s intent to have participating institutions annually award
four-year, renewable scholarships to at least two deserving students over
the next decade.
See page 32 for the 2014 Scholarship Recipients.
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Al and Cathy Annexstad Horatio Alger Scholarship
In 2010, Al Annexstad was the recipient of the Horatio Alger Award, one
of America’s highest civilian honors. Deeply moved by this recognition,
Al and Cathy established a scholarship at Morehouse College, Emory
University, Spelman College, the University of Georgia, the University
of Notre Dame, and the Georgia Institute of Technology. Each year, for
the next four years, these prestigious institutions will select students
from their ranks who reflect the spirit of the Horatio Alger Association
and the deep personal desire that the Annexstad family has to position
higher education as a powerful force for positive social change. Similar
to the Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program, the schools
will identify, educate, and nurture a special group of highly talented
young people as they progress through their college careers. Candidates
for this scholarship are exclusively identified by colleges and universities
participating in the program.
See page 65 for the 2014 Scholarship Recipients.

Al and Cathy Annexstad Hope and Inspiration Scholarship
In 2009, the Annexstads established The Al and Cathy Annexstad Hope and Inspiration Scholarship at St. Peter
High School in St. Peter, Minnesota. Al attended this school during the formative years following the death
of his father and his life was positively shaped by the teachers and coaches he met there. Al and Cathy chose
to pay forward their gratitude through a scholarship endowment. This endowment creates a substantial,
four-year, renewable grant for deserving young people who have successfully overcome significant hardship
with the help of caring adults in St. Peter.

Scholarship Recipients
2010

Anastasia Nereson

Minnesota State University, Mankato

2011

Skylar Anderson

South Dakota State University

2012

Jordan Morgan

Bemidji State University

2013

Neida Juantos

Gustavus Adolphus College

2014

Molly Rudenick

Minnesota State University Moorhead

Annexstad Family Foundation Hope and Inspiration Scholarship
In 2014, the Annexstad Family Foundation partnered with Northern Michigan University to establish its newest
scholarship, the Annexstad Family Foundation Hope and Inspiration Scholarship, at Kingsford High School in
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. The mission of this scholarship is to help a deserving student who has overcome
significant hardship in life earn an undergraduate degree at NMU as free from debt as possible.
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2014 Graduates
Sierra Barger

Ashley Dacy

Jeffrey Dubose

Walter Franklin

Andrew Fribush

Augsburg College

University of Notre Dame

Gustavus Adolphus College

University of St. Thomas

University of Notre Dame

B.A. Psychology

B.S. Chemical Engineering

B.A. Physics

B.S. Mechanical Engineering

B.A. Political Science

Gabe Jacobs-Hurtubise

Donte Green

Brandy Hill

Shalonda Hopkins

Gretchen Hughes

Gustavus Adolphus College

University of Minnesota

St. Catherine University

College of Saint Benedict

B.S. Business Management

B.S. Child Psychology &
B.S. Marketing

B.S. Public Health

B.S. Management

Christina Kanz

Leif Lusty

Guttu Maskalo

Trent Moore

David Moreno

Minnesota State
University, Mankato

University of Minnesota

St. Olaf College

University of Alabama

University of Minnesota

B.S. Management
Information Systems

B.A. Biology/Race
and Ethnic Studies

B.A. Philosophy

B.S. Biomedical Engineering

B.S. Management
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Augsburg College

B.A. Communication Studies

Spring 2013 Graduate

Robert Mungia

Brandon Nation

Ciara Newton

Robert Ortega

Kayla Othoudt

University of Notre Dame

University of Minnesota
Duluth

University of Minnesota

University of Minnesota

B.F.A. Ceramics & Painting

University of Colorado
Boulder

B.A. I.T. Management

B.A. English Literature,
Language and Culture

B.A. Linguistics

B.F.A. Film Studies

Chelsey Peterson

Jenny Polinder

Travon Sellers

Jasmine Shortt

Lindsey Teigen

Winona State University

Minnesota State
University, Mankato

Minnesota State
University, Mankato

Spelman College

Concordia College

B.A. Political Science

B.A. Psychology

B.F.A. Art/Photography

B.S. Mass Media

B.S. Exercise Science

Roger Ung

Shanique Williams

Mao Xiong

Zang Xiong

Lee Yang

Augsburg College

Minnesota State
University, Mankato

University of Minnesota

Bethel University

Augsburg College

B.S. Business Marketing
Education, Family Social
Science and Leadership
Integrated

B.A. Psychology/Reconciliation

B.S. Computer Science

B.A. Business Specialization
in Music Business

B.S. Mass Media

Highlighted Scholars will graduate in December
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Past Graduates
2005
Amy Abrahamson

Gustavus Adolphus College

2006
Kelsey Feldman

Gustavus Adolphus College

2007
Amanda French

Gustavus Adolphus College

Louis Trejo

Gustavus Adolphus College

2008
Bridgette Hemmesch
University of Minnesota

Carrie Naber

Gustavus Adolphus College

Shawn Sanford

University of Notre Dame

2009
Brad Dingman

St. Cloud State University

Jacob Hemmesch

University of Minnesota

Kelly Roering

St. Cloud State University

Maureen Sullivan

University of Notre Dame
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2010
Angie Foster

Minnesota State University, Mankato

Ryan Goman

St. Cloud State University

Stephany Hengel

College of Saint Benedict

Lisa Huynh

University of Notre Dame

Kady Johnson

Gustavus Adolphus College

Stephany Osuji

University of St. Thomas

2011
Courtney Bell

University of Minnesota

Serina Bellamy

University of Notre Dame

Nadvia Davis

Gustavus Adolphus College

Sherry Durrah

University of Minnesota

Zakiya Edwards

University of Minnesota

Alexander Grant

University of Minnesota

Krystal Kassahn

St. Cloud State University

Michael Kramer

Gustavus Adolphus College

Kimberly Long

University of Minnesota

Christine McDwayne
University of Notre Dame

Michelle Papadakis

St. Cloud State University

Timothy Stulken

Minnesota State University Moorhead

Melissa Swanson

St. Cloud State University

2012

2013

Eldred Bach

Mohamed Ali Amiin

Ashley Dubose

Cameron Cochran

Veronica Dubose

Brianna Gee

Dionna Gary

Sonya Hernandez

Oscar Gonzales

Tierra Howard

Danielle Goodwin

Gary Hunt

Leah Jacobson

Jennifer Iglesias

Paris Koehler

Branden Nation

Michael Martin

Nick Nelson

Tania Mathurin

Jesse Newell

Lisa Paulson

Hayden Rodarte

Brendan Sjodin

Christina Shelley

Tong Thao

Adam Vargas

Mindy Ung

Megan Welle

University of Minnesota

University of Minnesota

St. Catherine University

University of St. Thomas

Gustavus Adolphus College
University of Notre Dame
University of Notre Dame
Augsburg College

Winona State University
Winona State University
University of Minnesota
University of Notre Dame

Augsburg College

University of Georgia

Southwest Minnesota State University
Minnesota State University Moorhead
University of Notre Dame
University of Minnesota Duluth
Minnesota State University, Mankato
Gustavus Adolphus College
Gustavus Adolphus College

University of Minnesota Duluth
North Dakota State University
Gustavus Adolphus College
Stanford University

Indiana University Bloomington
University of Notre Dame
St. Olaf College

Mitchell Welle

University of St. Thomas

88 Graduations
Since 2005
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A Snapshot of Our New
Scholarship Recipients

Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program

Jacarri Roberson
Veterinarian

It will cost you nothing to DREAM,
but everything not to. I have always
had big dreams and goals in life, and
my parents encouraged me to strive
for them. I have always had someone
there to encourage me to push on and
work harder. By earning a Bachelor
of Science degree from Augsburg, I
know I can one day fulfill my dream
of becoming a veterinarian. The
support from the Annexstad Family
Foundation has helped me to take steps
to finish my degree and work toward
getting into medical school.
I know I can and will succeed.

Madison Scepaniak
Wildlife Management

I was screaming for joy when
I found out I received the
scholarship. I kept saying ‘I get
to go to college!’ If it weren’t for
the Annexstad Family Foundation
scholarship, I would have to be
working after high school
instead of going to college.

12

Accounting & Finance

Receiving this scholarship has
given me the opportunity to make a
difference at Bethel University not
only spiritually but academically.
The lifestyle at Bethel is amazing.
I can’t thank the Annexstad Family
Foundation enough for giving me
this opportunity.

Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program

Levi Bauer

Yariset Rodriguez
English

I was astounded and delighted to
learn that I could attend the College
of Saint Benedict, my choice school,
because of this scholarship! I extend
my gratitude and appreciation to the
Annexstad Family Foundation for
allowing me to receive a brilliant
education without debt. Thank
you on behalf of myself, my family,
and all Annexstad scholars. You are
making a difference one student at
a time. Thank you for taking care of
the future generations of America!
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Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program

Jele Magdalina
Business Management

My favorite memory of my Big Brother, John, takes
me back to the summer we first met. I was nine
years old and we were on our first of many fishing
outings. Hundreds of fish later, I still keep in contact
with John, and for that I am thankful to the Big
Brothers Big Sisters organization. Earning my
college degree will not only lay the road to a bright
future for myself, but it will allow me to someday
help lay the road for others in similar situations. I
plan on being a contributing world citizen working
toward a brighter future for all. I would like to thank
the Annexstad Family Foundation for brightening my
future and the futures of all those I will be able to help.
14

Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program

15

Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program

DANTE CHAMBERS
Political Science

By receiving the Annexstad
Family Foundation Scholarship,
I have been rewarded for
working hard to achieve my
goal. My Big has taught me to
be myself and to not be afraid to
go after anything I want in life.

Gabriell Edel
Political Science

There will never be enough
words to explain how blessed I am
to have received the Annexstad
Family Foundation Scholarship.
The day I got the letter, I instantly
felt overwhelmed in the best way
possible. I knew there were people
who believed in me enough to
make such a big money and time
investment. Ever since that day,
my attitude about everything I do
keeps me going. Knowing I have
the Annexstad Family Foundation
right behind me with every step I
take makes me wake up each day
trying to achieve more than I did
the day before.
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Earth Science Geology

I’m a first generation college
student. Because of the cost,
going to college was nothing
but a dream for me and my
family. If I could directly
thank the Annexstad family,
I would tell them how much
it meant to me that I was
awarded this scholarship.

Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program

Megan Schmidt

Taurean Wright-Ervin
Psychology

Seeing how much my
Big has accomplished
in life inspires me to do
great things with mine.
The Annexstad Family
Foundation scholarship
has given me the best
opportunity to make
an excellent future for
myself. The reward in
the end is worth doing
all the work now.
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Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program

JaKE Semmens
Civil Engineering

My Big was a very good influence
in my life. He was always caring
and there for me. He helped
influence me to be a better person
and to have fun in life. I am so
thankful for this scholarship, yet
there are no words that can
define how thankful I really
am. Thank you, Annexstad
Family Foundation!

Noah Louks
Global Business

My Big Brother has been one of
the biggest influences in my life.
He has not only been an inspiring
mentor, but has been like a father.
He has influenced my work ethic,
people skills, the way I treat
and look at others, and has even
influenced my career choice. I
was so excited to tell my mom
that I had received the Annexstad
Family Foundation scholarship. I
knew it would make her and my
Big Brother so happy.
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Pre-Med

My goal in life is to find
a major I really love and
master it. I want to be able
to impact many different
lives, support my family in
the future, and give back
to my community.

Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program

Precious Collins

AmARa McDANIEL
Major Undecided

My Big Sister has had a
very positive and uplifting
influence on my life, especially
my last few years of high
school. She pushed me to join
clubs and activities, which
I finally did in 11th grade
when I joined the art club
and participated in plays and
choir. I will always have a fond
memory of working on puzzles
with her for hours and loving
it. To this day, every time I see
a puzzle it reminds me of her.
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Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program

Dimitri Culpepper
Economics

The Annexstad Family
Foundation gives all students
equal opportunity to succeed
in life by making college an
affordable goal that can be
not only obtained, but, most
importantly, maintained.

Rulondo King
Criminal Justice

This scholarship has helped me
so much. It helped fulfill a
dream and better my education.
Coming from a not-so-privileged
background, where working to
help support my family was all
I knew, the Annexstad Family
Foundation scholarship has given
me a future I did not even think I
would have. The Annexstad family
are amazing people, making me
feel as if I am one of them.
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Integrative Physiology

When I was awarded the
Annexstad Family Foundation
scholarship I had countless feelings
and thoughts of excitement. I still
get emotional when I think of
the opportunity I was given that
very few students get, which is a
chance to become a better student
without the dark cloud of debt and
loans taking away the sunshine of
my success. My goal is to become
a pediatrician. I want to graduate
knowing I’ve had the best college
experience I could possibly have by
making every day count, and to live
and explore life to the fullest.

Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program

Andrea Handy

Eileen LEE
Kinesiology

Earning the Scholarship has
given me so much pride and
confidence not only in myself,
but my Big, my family, and
the Big Brothers Big Sisters
Program. Being an Annexstad
Scholar motivates me to be my
best every day, because I have a
strong support system of driven
and established individuals who
believe in me. I will forever be
in debt to the Annexstad Family
Foundation for its kindness,
compassion, and unending pursuit
of making higher education a
possibility for Littles in the
BBBS program.

21

Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program

Phillip Nguyen
Chemistry

When I received this
gracious scholarship, I felt
a huge burden lifted off my
shoulders. Thank you for
providing hope to students
like me to attend higher
education and to succeed
in the future.

Kadeeja Rivers
Nursing

I am extraordinarily
grateful for the generosity
of the Annexstad Family
Foundation. My Big Sister
has helped me through
all the hard times and
celebrated with me all the
great times. I’m not sure if
I would be the person I am
today without her.
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Environmental Sciences

My Big Brother has played a big
part in motivating and driving my
ambition toward the goal of a college
degree. When I was awarded this
scholarship the first thing that came
to mind was, ‘WOW!’ Then came
the realization I am going to college.
My personal goals are far reaching
and ambitious—I would love to
become an ecologist.

Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program

Nick Villwock

AMIEN PAUST
Biology

Being awarded the
Annexstad Family
Foundation Scholarship is
one of the most beneficial
things to happen to me in
my young life. Thanks to
this scholarship, I won’t
have to graduate with
student debt, clearing the
way for me to determine
my own destiny.
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Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program

KALI CANNON
Biology

I am the oldest of seven children,
so before I met my Big Sister, I
didn’t have anyone to look up to
or confide in. Jamie is my best
friend, and I feel we were meant
to be sisters. I couldn’t believe it
when I found out I received the
Annexstad Family Foundation
scholarship. I became very happy
because it meant a better future
for me; it meant that I wouldn’t
be paying off loans for most of
my life. It meant I could take
full advantage of my schooling
without other worries.

university of wisconsin

whitewater

TAYLOR LARSON
Nursing

I am unbelievably grateful
to have had the experience of
being a Little and a Big, and to
be now attending the college
of my dreams without having
to worry about financial issues
thanks to the Annexstad
Family Foundation. I am
so blessed to have such a
wonderful organization
supporting me.
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Social Work

Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program

Amanda Orlikowski

My Big inspired me to stay strong
and stay positive. This scholarship
means a chance for my future—
a chance to find myself.
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Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program

Dr. Scott R. Olson
President, Winona State University

Shukri Duri

Augsburg College??????

The Annexstad Family Foundation makes dreams come true! Everyone should have the ability
to participate in the American Dream, and the Annexstad family has recognized that a great
education is the best way to open the door of opportunity. Since its inception, the Foundation
has changed the world for the better by opening that door of opportunity time and time again
for those who might otherwise not have the chance to walk through it. Al and Cathy Annexstad
worked very hard and have achieved much, so it is inspiring to see how they have dedicated their
lives to helping others follow that same path. It is amazing how many lives the Annexstad Family
Foundation has touched. The world is so much better for it. Winona State University is proud to be
a partner with the Annexstad’s in helping students achieve their dreams.
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Anthony Afful

Adam Al-Hammad
North Dakota
State University

University of Redlands

Alex Berryman

Skye Bonati

Courtney Britton

Gustavus Adolphus College

University of St. Thomas

Devin Cazin

University of St. Thomas

Terrence Ellis

St. John’s University

Crown College

Kenzi Coborn
University of St. Thomas

Shaye Fields
University of St. Thomas

Elena Arellan

Tyler Barthel

Bethel University

Tiarra Buchanan

Spelman College

Minnesota State University,
Mankato

Haley Coller

Mariah Dubose

Gustavus Adolphus College

Devon Fleck

St. John’s University

Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program

Scholars on t rack to graduate

St. Olaf College

Carissa Franklin

University of St. Thomas
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Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program

Alex
Halvorson-Johnson

Kianna Hillier

Lynn Koester

St. Cloud State University

Samm Nelson
North Dakota
State University

Amber Hettwer

Tiffany Hill

Spelman College

Minnesota State University
Moorhead

University of Minnesota
Duluth

Roberta Howard

Jamaica
Johnson-Beaty

University of Minnesota

Tyler McMillan

Devon Montgomery

Gustavus Adolphus College

Minnesota State University
Moorhead
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Ka’Necia Harpe

St. Catherine University

Paul Manzi

University of Redlands

Max O’Brien

Winona State University

Augsburg College

University of Minnesota
Duluth

Jade Orlikowski

Winona State University

Casey Knott

University of Georgia

Marybeth Papadakis

Minnesota State University,
Mankato

Hayley Roger

University of Minnesota

Leon Perry

Southwest Minnesota
State University

Samantha Ross

Mississippi State University

Desiree Peters

Shaketta Reliford

Winona State University

Gustavus Adolphus College

Andrez Rush

Sienna
Santiago-Wiechmann

St. Catherine University

Big Brothers Big Sisters Scholarship Program

Jessica Parnow

University of Minnesota
Duluth

St. Cloud State University

Elizabeth Spaulding

Gustavus Adolphus College

Duncan Swanson

Ella Turner

North Dakota
State University

Auburn University

Brittany Wilson

University of Georgia

Nathanial
Trainer-Sample

Crystal Trevino
Augsburg College

University of Minnesota
Duluth

Isaac Wenzel

Winona State University

Chavonn Williams
Carleton College

Marcel Zeh

Morehouse College
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New Scholarship
Recipients

Jared Collier

Philosophy of Arts and Environmental Geoscience

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Being raised in Utah by two parents in a variety of places
and conditions has given me a lot of unusual perspective
on life. While I don’t have the same beliefs as my parents,
I learned to appreciate things like education, hard work,
and sincerity. This scholarship has and will assist me in
realizing my academic and personal goals: to become
an expert and knowledgeable about Philosophy (what I
call the art of living) as well as the environment. I hope
eventually to become a positive contributor to human
society and our home, the earth.

Chiamaka Okorie
Political Science

As a Nigerian-American immigrant, a college education
is incredibly valued by my family and I. I am thankful
because this scholarship has enabled me to better focus on
my educational opportunities rather than financial stress.
I have always been attracted to different cultures,
languages, and international affairs. If I continue
with political science, I hope to diplomatically bridge
international communities. Whatever I choose to do,
I hope I can especially serve students who have stories
similar to mine.

32

Haley Hamill

Environmental Science and Earth and Ocean Science
As I began receiving awards and scholarships, The
Annexstad Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship
Program stood out from the rest. It resonated with who
I was and who I still am: someone who comes from
economic hardship, but persevered. The Annexstad
Family Foundation recognizes this, provides innumerable
opportunities because of it, and subsequently ensured
a better future for my children and anyone
else I can help out.

Biomedical Engineering, certificate in Neuroscience

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

McKenzie Middlebrooks
The process of overcoming trying situations, though
difficult, was responsible for keeping me humble,
persevering, and compassionate. With the help of a
supportive community I was able to avoid limitation by
these negative experiences, and, instead, embrace a future
built upon the emersion from hardship. I owe my strength
to my friends, my family, and, most of all, my faith.
Through my education I hope to gain the tools necessary
to give back to those who supported me and allowed me to
grow and thrive despite an adverse situation.
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Brandi Paul

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Chemistry

Finances have always been in the forefront of my mind, long
before I started applying to colleges. When I was accepted into
Emory, my fears of not being able to afford an education were
heightened. Emory is where I wanted to be because of their
excellent chemistry program and close proximity to the CDC,
but the reality of attending held all sorts of financial obstacles.
The Annexstad Family Foundation has allowed me to bypass
these obstacles and enabled me to put all of my attention and
time into working towards my goal of a career in biomedical
research. I want to change peoples’ lives, and this scholarship is
allowing me to focus on doing exactly that.

Suzanne Rivera
Undecided

To be a first generation student at such a great institution is a
remarkable dream that I sometimes doubted I would ever see
come to be. I have to be thankful for all the hardships I have gone
through and overcome. Without those I would not have become
the individual I am today, and I can think of no one else I’d
rather be than the me that I am now. I am still uncertain of what
I am going to be doing with my life and education, but I’m sure
that as long as I can help others I will be fulfilled and happy with
wherever life takes me next.
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Nigel Manley
Undecided

We understand the importance of learning and
selfless acts of kindness when help surrounds us.
The Annexstad Family Foundation Leaders for
Tomorrow National Scholarship Program has given
me the chance to live out my dream of being a
model student and citizen. With an aiding hand
in your life the sky is truly the limit!

Government and Psychology

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Yanely Perez
I left Mexico when I was seven years old. My family comes from
very humble beginnings and I watched as my parents worked
twelve hour days and even weekends just so we could get by.
Education has always been important because it represents a
better future. I am at Georgetown for a reason and I am grateful
for this Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program
because it has allowed me to focus on my studies and lessen the
financial burden on my family. I hope to one day have the means
to help other students like the Annexstad Family Foundation
has done or be a role model for underprivileged kids who do not
think education is in their future because they cannot afford it.
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Walter Holmes
Civil Engineering

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

I would like to thank you for assisting me
financially as an Annexstad Scholar. I cannot express
my gratitude enough. The Leaders for Tomorrow
National Scholarship Program has helped me
focus less on the cost of college and more on the
opportunity to be successful at college.

Heather Johnston
Public Policy

College is not an option for everyone and a lot of
times small town graduates remain at home. Thank
you to the Annexstad Family Foundation for your
gracious finances that have allowed a small town
girl to have BIG dreams! Reaching your dreams
and accomplishing a better future is hardly ever
something you can do alone.
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Justin Fox
Business

“The well does not refill itself,” I drank from the
well of opportunity thirstily, and opportunity was
freely given to me with hopes that I would, one day,
replenish it so those coming behind me may drink
of the same blessings I received. I don’t plan on
wasting any water.

English and Social Anthropology, Citation in Spanish

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Reuben Howard

I’ve always loved education, I know that I can use it
to do so much, and I believe that I have so much to
give back to it. My goal has never been to save the
world or save my community, but to save a life.
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Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Sierra Fedder
Undecided

I knew I was going to college. My family was never well off,
and I was told from the beginning that an education was key to
a successful career and life. It made sense to me; neither of my
parents had even graduated high school. I’m undecided when it
comes to which career I want to pursue, but I do know I want to
be able to help people, the way the Annexstads were able to help
me. They invested in my future, I’m going to show them that
they won’t ever regret it. Thank you Al and Cathy,
for believing in me!

Law Enforcement

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Maggie Walstrom
Eat, sleep, swim. That is my life. I have been swimming
for almost eight years and starting in the fall of 2014 I will
be swimming for Minnesota State University, Mankato. I
am also in the Army Reserves, my unit is located in Buffalo,
Minnesota, which is also my hometown. I chose to major in Law
Enforcement because it ties in with the military and I love the
idea of serving and protecting the people in the community.
Receiving the Annexstad Family Foundation Leaders for Tomorrow
National Scholarship Program is a huge blessing and I’m honored
to receive it. It helped make my dream of going
to college come true.
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Freddie Beulah
Psychology

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

I am thankful for the Leaders for Tomorrow
National Scholarship Program that the
Annexstad Family Foundation has provided
to me. With this scholarship, I am able to
focus on my schooling at Morehouse College
and worry less about money. Thank you to
the Foundation for lifting the burden of this
financial weight.

Shakeal Moore
Economics

To say that I’m grateful to be an Annexstad
Scholar is an understatement. For me it is the
opportunity to participate in a transformative
and life changing experience at Morehouse
College. One day I’ll be able to give to
someone else like the Annexstad Family
Foundation gave to me.
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Xiomara Contreras
Communication Studies

Emmaline Rees
Social Policy

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

I am unsure about what I want to do in the future, but I
do know I want to give back. So many organizations have
helped me get to where I am today. College seemed like
only a dream when I was young, but the Annexstad Family
Foundation Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship
Program has helped make it a reality. At Northwestern
University I am majoring in Communication Studies. I
am involved in Promote 360, a minority empowerment
and education advocacy group. I am also in Sustained
Dialogue, which discusses a variety of issues, and I am a
CLAVE coordinator, working in the admissions office with
Latino student recruitment. My family came to the United
States in search of opportunity and a better life, so I am
committed to making the most out of
my college education.

Although growing up in a household full of financial
struggles was not easy, it molded me into the person I
am today. As a young child I put the idea in my head
that a scholarship was my one way out. It was my way
to ensure that as an adult I would be able to offer my
children and loved ones financial security. The Annexstad
Family Foundation has gone above and beyond with their
generosity and care. Something I will forever be grateful
for. I am proud to be a member of The Annexstad Family
Foundation Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship
Program. With the help of this scholarship, I will be able
to pursue a degree in Social Policy and one day attend
Law School so that I can use my skills to improve
communities across the nation.
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Chelesa Fearce

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Biochemistry

Becoming a doctor has always been my dream, but that
decision was solidified when I almost lost my mom to cancer.
This cancer led to homelessness, which, in turn, motivated
me to be the best that I can be. I would like to pursue an
MD/PhD in biochemistry and become an oncologist. I am
a member of the Tigersharks swim program at Morehouse
College because I do believe that being physically active only
enhances my mental capability. With this scholarship, I am
able to pursue my dream without wondering how I will pay
for my education. I am honored to be a recipient of the
Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program and will
continue to make the best of my journey at Spelman College.

Jada Holmes
English and Pre-Med

I grew up in a low-income community where the annual number
of high school dropouts is higher than the number of people with
an average per capita income, and I want to be a part of a necessary
change in my community. After witnessing my neighborhood
become the “welfare melting pot,” why not be the inspiration to
a younger generation? I want to prove to them that success is
the ONLY option. Pursuing college and further expanding my
education would benefit my community tremendously. Finishing
what I start not only proves that I am determined, but that anyone
can be just as level-headed and successful—most importantly,
my younger sister, who will want to attend college and become
successful. If the children are our future, then I say give them
hope. I will finish college to not only be self-accomplished, but
to give my community assurance that, while struggle is difficult,
victory can be used as a lesson forever. Thanks to The Annexstad
Family Foundation, I am one step closer to being a part of that
necessary change.
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Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Spelman College is grateful to the Annexstad
Family Foundation for establishing the Leaders
for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program
which provides critical resources to support
our students, many who are high achievers
and future leaders with great need. This
investment supports our overarching strategic
goal to ensure that no student is prevented
from completing her education due to
financial challenges. We sincerely appreciate
the Foundation’s commitment to Spelman
women—women who change the world.

Beverly Daniel Tatum,
Ph.D., President
Spelman College
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Maria Sambrick
Chemical Engineering

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

The Annexstad Family Foundation is proud
to welcome Maria Sambrick to the Leaders for
Tomorrow National Scholarship Program.
Maria will be studying chemical engineering
at Stanford University.

Stanford University

Christina Tran
Neuroscience

The Annexstad Family Foundation has provided me
with the opportunity to study at my dream school. This
scholarship lifted the weight off my shoulders because I
know that I won’t have to struggle to make ends meet on
my own. The Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship
Program has given me the chance to focus on my goal of
becoming a pediatric neurosurgeon, and I hope to one day
give back to others the way that the Annexstad Family
Foundation has given everything to me.

Stanford University
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Civil Engineering

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Kenneth Todd

Throughout the history of mankind, men and women alike
have dedicated their lives to the task of achieving greatness.
However, I personally do not believe greatness should be
something any of us try to achieve. Because of the Annexstad
Family Foundation Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship
Program I have been given an opportunity to do something
far more significant during my time at the University of
Alabama. I have been given an opportunity to not only
achieve greatness, but rather devote my mind and energy to
the process of redefining it.
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Christina Richards
Biology

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

This scholarship means so much to me because it is
helping me achieve my dreams. When I graduate
college I want to become a doctor so I can help save
lives. My college education wouldn’t be possible
without this scholarship and I’m so grateful for
the opportunity to work with such amazing and
supporting people.

Steven Tice
Advertising and Marketing

When our economy went into the recent recession, my family’s
financial situation was absolutely crippled. My dream of being
first in my family to attend college seemed all but dead. Being
selected as an Annexstad Family Foundation Leaders for Tomorrow
National Scholarship Program recipient has motivated me to
pursue my degrees in Marketing and Advertising. My biggest
goal in life is to live for others through work in the non-profits
and ministries where I can make a tangible difference in lives
around me. I am attending the University of Alabama because
of the generous investment the Annexstad Family Foundation
has made into my future.
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Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

The best road to success is an education.
It’s critical for the future of our country.
The Annexstad Family Foundation
completely aligns with the mission, vision,
and values of the University of Minnesota.
At the University of Minnesota we look
for grit, persistence, determination, and
raw intelligence in all of our students.
However, life deals a raw hand to some
young people. The Leaders for Tomorrow
National Scholarship Program is the
perfect answer to the challenging problems
facing the United States because it enables
disadvantaged students who display
immense potential to attend highly selective
institutions across the country. It’s about
providing opportunity.

Eric W. Kaler

President
University of Minnesota
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Jessica Lopez

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Integrative Biology and Public Health
Growing up I never realized the disadvantages that
surround minorities. I also did not know the power we
have with education. I want to be a role model and guide
for underrepresented groups. Today, I am an Integrative
Biology major and with a double major in Public Health.
I want to improve and/or reform the health benefits
minorities receive. In hopes that one day I give back
to the community that gave me everything. Without
the Annexstad Family Foundation Leaders for Tomorrow
National Scholarship Program however, I would not have
been able to continue with my dreams. I thank them for
giving me and many other students the opportunity to
share a love for learning.

Evan Niizawa
Undecided

The Annexstad Family Foundation is proud
to welcome Evan Niizawa to the Leaders for
Tomorrow National Scholarship Program.
Evan will be representing the class of 2017
at the University of California, Berkeley.
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Eric Kirkes
Undecided

I am thankful every day for the Leaders for
Tomorrow National Scholarship Program!
With their help, I am one step closer
to accomplishing my dream of making
something of myself, and putting my foot in
the threshold of making a great impact
on the world. Through school anything
is possible.

Undecided

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Amanda Quiles
There was no doubt in my mind that I would go to college
and be the first person in my family to graduate. When
I learned about the University of Chicago, there was
no other place I would rather be a student at. The only
uncertainty in my mind was how I would be able to afford
such an education, but through faith, I believed resources
would come and they definitely did. One blessing came
in the form of the Annexstad Family Foundation Leaders
for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program and I am
completely grateful.
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Maja Klos-Gromadzka

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

International Affairs

I cannot imagine myself at any institution other than
the University of Georgia. The University has opened
my eyes to the world that I didn’t know existed before.
I immigrated to the United States at the age of 12 and
I always thought that I had a very broad international
background. This is in part why I decided to pursue a
career in International Affairs. UGA is a school with
great diversity and I have met people with many diverse
and unusual backgrounds. I believe that attending the
University of Georgia is helping shape me into a new
and more open person everyday. I am so thankful to be an
Annexstad Foundation Scholar, without this Leaders for
Tomorrow National Scholarship Program I would not be
able to attend the University. This scholarship is a blessing
which is allowing me to attend the school of my dreams.

Esther Li

Chemistry with Pre-Med Emphasis
The Annexstad Family Foundation Leaders for Tomorrow
National Scholarship Program allowed me to focus on
my education without worrying too much about money.
Having this scholarship really encouraged me to believe
hard work and dedication can lead to a better future.
Hardships in life are not hard to overcome if there is
courage. In my future, I want to help single moms
balance work and life.
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Andre Brooks
Mechanical engineering

Jackson Comstock
Undecided

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Coming from a place like Detroit where the entire city
itself has gone bankrupt, college isn’t often an option.
Coming from those dark places has made me truly
appreciate the Annexstad Family Foundation Leaders for
Tomorrow National Scholarship Program. It has been a
blessing. However close Detroit may be on a map to Ann
Arbor, the cities themselves are in two different worlds.
I’m happy that the Annexstad Family Foundation is
standing by me in my first year as well as for the rest of
my life. I plan to be a mechanical engineer in the future to
develop new and cutting edge technology that is affordable
for people of all backgrounds. Hopefully, when I do make
it in this world I can give back to the people around
me like this scholarship has done for me.

While my father has always been supportive, he’s never
accepted anything less than my best effort. Growing up
there was no such thing as a job half done; he expects
me to fully reach my potential in all aspects of life. The
medical obstacles I’ve overcome in my past slowed me
down for the time being, but I decided very early on that
they would not orchestrate my future. If anything, these
constraints motivated me to be even more successful. The
first step to achieving my many goals in life is completing
a college education, and the generosity of The Annexstad
Family Foundation Leaders for Tomorrow National
Scholarship Program is allowing me to do that.
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Jason Bates

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Accounting

Throughout my life I have witnessed many families from
my community, including my own, struggle heavily
with finances. This has led many of my peers down a
path of pain and suffering for them and their families.
Experiencing this pain has motivated me to pursue a
college education and specifically a major in Accounting
to hopefully one day become a financial adviser and help
families with their finances. Thanks to the Annexstad
Family Foundation Leaders for Tomorrow National
Scholarship Program, I will be able to focus on getting
my degree and, after graduating college, I will be able
to begin helping others much quicker because I won’t
have to worry about paying back loans.

Abigail Gabriel
English and Psychology

I spent the majority of my childhood shifting cities and
schools. My parents struggled to concoct some semblance
of a “home” whilst simultaneously juggling domestic and
fiscal turmoil. Their pursuits were not entirely in vain,
however, as my tumultuous beginnings paved the course
toward bolder, more gratifying opportunities. With the
gracious support of the Annexstad Family Foundation,
notions of my inferiority have been incinerated and a
determination for self-sufficiency and success instilled. I
have learned that hardships should not taint the future
with bitterness, rather enthuse a desire for
positive change.
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Elizabeth Escobar
Science Pre-Professional

The generosity of the Annexstad Family Foundation
will allow me to pursue my passion for medicine. I hope
to one day touch the lives of my patients as they have
so graciously touched mine. Through this opportunity to
study at an amazing university, Notre Dame, my dreams
will one day come to fruition, and for that I am
forever grateful.

Electrical Engineering

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Michael Hutchinson
Few are given this opportunity and I am motivated and,
at the same time, humbled that I am able to be a part of
the Notre Dame experience. I would not be able to afford
this opportunity if it weren’t for the Leaders for Tomorrow
National Scholarship Program that you are providing and,
I am extremely grateful. I am incredibly appreciative
of your support of me. Thank you so much for helping
me to afford college so that I can attain my dreams
of becoming an engineer.
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Monika Kress

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Psychology

It always helps to remember that there are nice people in
this world. I know this sounds a bit simplistic, however, it
is true. There are people who care about you and who want
you to succeed. That is what I thought when I realized
just how lucky and thankful I am to have received this
scholarship from the Annexstad Family Foundation Leaders
for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program. If such people
did not exist, I (and many other students, as well) would
not be attending one of the nation’s best universities. I
do not know what else there is for me to say. Mere words
alone cannot properly help me express my gratitude.

Anvi Ton

Business and Sociology
Through education we are empowered to pursue
our life-long dreams. With the Annexstad Family
Foundation Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship
Program, we can achieve these intellectual pursuits
without being burdened by the financial hardships
typically associated with higher education. For that, I
am eternally grateful and forevermore motivated to pay
it forward, so that someone else may be free to chase
their dreams as well.
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Undecided

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Dashon Woodard

The Annexstad Family Foundation is proud
to welcome Dashon Woodard to the Leaders
for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program.
Dashon will be representing the class of
2017 at the University of Notre Dame.
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Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Given the encouragement to pursue dreams
and the resources to discover and develop
talents, every young person has the potential
to excel in his or her pursuits. By offering
scholarships for post-secondary education, the
Annexstad Family Foundation provides hope
and confidence to deserving students. At the
University of Notre Dame, we are proud to
be affiliated with an organization that shares
our commitment to being a source for good,
particularly to educating our world’s
future leaders.

Rev. John I. Jenkins,
C.S.C., President

University of Notre Dame
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Tahir Bell
Undecided

The Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship
Program has given me an opportunity to
follow my dreams, an opportunity many
people do not have. With this, I can continue
my education while learning more about
myself and ultimately fulfill my ambitions
of helping people!

Political Science

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Daisy Perez
Not even in my wildest dream did I imagine I would
be attending one of the best universities in the country.
But with the support of my family, friends, teachers,
and various caring organizations (namely the Annexstad
Family Foundation), I am here. I did it. I overcame all
the obstacles life put in front of me (not alone of course,
but) I actually did it. I don’t think I can ever give enough
thanks to the people who made it possible for me to have
this opportunity of intellectual self-discovery. It’s not an
opportunity most people I know are ever afforded. Above
all else, I hope to make everyone who has put even an
ounce of faith in me proud.
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Maureen Driscoll
Human and Organizational Development

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Coming from a large family gives one an interesting perspective
on life. Nothing ever belonged solely to me because I always had
thirteen siblings to share it with. I was known as one of the many
instead of being an individual. In order to make myself stand
out, I adapted. I found my strengths and perfected them. People
began to recognize me for my talents and not just my family.
The Annexstad Family Foundation Leaders for Tomorrow National
Scholarship Program has granted me the opportunity to become
an individual and I will not soon forget their generosity.

Alexis Mundo
Pre-Med

I greatly appreciate the opportunities The
Annexstad Family Foundation Leaders for Tomorrow
National Scholarship Program has given me in my
pursuit of a higher education. I intend on making
the most out of what they have provided for me in
order to become the best I can be.
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Chelsea Branson
Biomedical Engineering

Jeffrey Sheptin
Biochemistry

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Thanks to the generosity of the Annexstad Family Foundation
Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program, I can
be the first person in my family to achieve a college degree.
Through my experiences with Engineering and College
Councils and the Wash U Crew (rowing), I have learned to
balance my rigorous Biomedical Engineering schedule. I hope
to use these skills and my education later in life to create a
balance between my engineering career and giving back to the
community that helped me so much when I was growing up.
I am so grateful and thankful that a foundation as wonderful
as the Annexstad Family Foundation is helping me achieve my
childhood dreams of helping people.

This scholarship has given me the opportunity to
study at an amazing university. I hope to use my
education in order to one day help others as the
Annexstad Family Foundation Leaders for Tomorrow
National Scholarship Program has helped me.
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Reed Dibich

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Ethics, Politics, and Economics
I’ve been so fortunate that I have the opportunity to attend
Yale and study alongside such talented company. Even
more, I have been so fortunate that the Annexstad Family
Foundation Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship
Program is so generous to aid me in my collegiate
endeavors. They have given me the opportunity to succeed,
and that’s all that matters. Luck is truly where opportunity
meets preparation. I intend to seize this opportunity to
use my education as an agent of change for my family, for
my community, and for my country. One day, I hope I can
have the same opportunity to offer a helping hand.

Abdel Morsy
Undecided

I am eternally grateful for the Annexstad Family
Foundation scholarship. I am having a magical time in
college. In just one year I’ve been able to do research,
start a campus club, excel in a new language, and travel
through my university’s study-abroad program. I am
grateful for everyone who has contributed to my education!
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Scholars on track to graduate
Boston College

Lou Barry

Harvard University

Edith Funes

David Boone

Taylor Morris

Duke University

Amy Cheng

Emi Nietfeld

Georgetown University

Minnesota State University, Mankato

Demetrius Cooper

Max Huntington

Karen Larios

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Laura Argueta

Morgan Witty

Georgia Institute of Technology

Morehouse College

Melissa Bruschi

Brandon Hall

Evan Phillips
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Scholars on track to graduate
Northwestern University

University of Chicago

Hazim Abdullah-Smith

Da’Shawn Mosley

Kayla Famurewa

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Spelman College
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Nia King

PHOTO not Available
Shauna Moore

University of Georgia

Ataesia Mickens

William Brown

Ashley Wilkerson

Stanford University

University of Michigan

Eric Smalls

Gage Belko

Joellé Williams

Alexandria Liston

University of California, Berkeley

University of Minnesota

Cynthia Chen

Megan Jacot

Britany Lewis

Cavonte Johnson

Scholars on track to graduate
University of Notre Dame

Tasmine Clement

Hope Feist

Katrina Linden

Yolandis McCaskill

Matthew Miller

Jasmine Moxley

Eduardo Oronia

Juan Rangel

Christopher Rhyne

Aaron Tarnasky

Kim Smith

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Amber Barnes

Matt Zepeda
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Scholars on track to graduate
Vanderbilt University

Zack Brown

Nathanial Edwards

Leaders for Tomorrow National Scholarship Program

Washington University in St. Louis

Elyse Lopez

Yale University

Kevin Olivares
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Adriana Ungerleider

Helder Toste

Al and Cathy Annexstad
Horatio Alger
Scholarship Program

Horatio Alger Scholarship Program
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Amie Rhee
Biology

Horatio Alger Scholarship Program

Growing up without direct support
from my parents, I learned to cope
with difficulties by myself and not
expect any form of help. However,
this scholarship lifted some of the
burdens I had been taking on myself
and opened up a new path for my
future. With renewed anticipation
for the future, I intend to explore the
field of science in hopes of making a
breakthrough that can make an impact
in the world.
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Shanice
Saunders
The Annexstad Family Foundation is
proud to welcome Shanice Saunders to
the Horatio Alger Association Al and
Cathy Annexstad Scholarship. Shanice
will be representing the class of 2017
at Georgia Institute of Technology.

Greg Broadwater
The Annexstad Family Foundation is
proud to welcome Greg Broadwater
to the Horatio Alger Association Al
and Cathy Annexstad Scholarship.
Greg will be representing the class
of 2017 at the University of
Notre Dame.

The Annexstad Family Foundation is
proud to welcome Elicia Dennis to the
Horatio Alger Association Al and Cathy
Annexstad Scholarship. Elicia will be
representing the class of 2017 at
the University of Notre Dame.

Horatio Alger Scholarship Program

Elicia
Dennis
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Jessica Gomez
Biology

The Annexstad Family Foundation
Scholarship is the reason I’m able to
attend my dream college. Without
the generosity of the Annexstads
I know I would not be where I am
now. University of Notre Dame has
turned out to be more than I could
have ever hoped for and I can’t wait
to see what the next three years have in
store for me. The people I have met are
genuine and I feel that this is where I will
make my mark and define myself as a person.
Thanks to this scholarship, I am that much
closer to becoming a chiropractor. I plan
on contributing to society by providing
my learned skills as a chiropractor in less
privileged communities. I can’t wait to give
back to the community and be able to help
others as the Annexstads have done for me.

Breanna
McDonald

Horatio Alger Scholarship Program

Undecided
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The Annexstad Family Foundation
has helped me realize my potential
and reach my dreams. I was given a
push to succeed that will ultimately
result in my pushing of other
underprivileged scholars to have
high aspirations of their own. I am
so absolutely grateful for all the
Annexstads have done!

Dolores Vargas
Undecided

I cannot begin to thank you enough
for your generosity, which has made
my dream of attending college a
reality. I promise that I will make the
most out of the resources you have
given me, as I hope that others do the
same. Many thanks from my family
and myself.

Brie
Craddock

International Studies
and Political Science

Horatio Alger Scholarship Program

I would like to thank the Annexstad
Family Foundation for the opportunity
given to me to further my education at
Spelman College. The Horatio Alger
Association Al and Cathy Annexstad
Scholarship has been of tremendous
assistance in paying my educational
cost. I love attending Spelman College
and you have given me the chance to
continue my academic career goals.
Thank you again for this opportunity.
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Efra Uscanga
psychology, Neuroscience
concentration

Horatio Alger Scholarship Program

I have always believed where you’ve
been doesn’t define where you’re going.
Living with my sister and niece I always
feared placing a burden on them. This
scholarship allows me to continue
supporting my family while I gain a
quality education. I have been granted
the opportunity to work for the Goizueta
Foundation promoting higher education
to at risk minorities, and to teach students
how they can pay for college. Thanks to
the Annexstad Family Foundation I can
help others reach their full potential.
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